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1.  BRECON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1947. 

M#i  Chair  man,  Mrs  Crichton  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual 

report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  and  the-  state  of  the  public 
health  in  the  Brecon  Rural  District  for  the  year  1947, 


The,  arrangement  of  the 

report  is  in  accordance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Circular 
17047  (Wales) j issued  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


Section  1.  General  and  Vital  Statistics. 

Statistical  Summary  for  the  year  1947, 

Arch. .......... .... .....  ...... .......  4 

Population  (Census  1931) 

Population  (Estimated  at  Midsummer , 1947 ) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,, 


189,532  acre 
8302. 

7065. 

2148. 


Live  Births. 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate  4 


Males 

57 

1 


Females,  Total.  Rate  per  1000  Pop. 

62  119  16.8 

6 7 1.0 

W YZT  VT7T- 


Still  Births. 
Deaths  from  all 
causes. 


4 3 

41  39 


7 

80 


0.90 

11.3 


Mate  rna 1 Deaths..... One . 


Deaths  under  ono  year;  . , ' 

All  infants. . «7.  Rate  per  1000  live  births.. 55. 

Legitimate  infants.. 7. 


Deaths  from  special  causes; 

Infectious  disease. ..Nil;  , 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system. ....... ,3; 

Other  tubercular  disease, 1.  • 

Cancer  .11. 


Area.  - 

The  Rural  District /Breconshire .which  has  an  area  of 
189,532  acres, is  a large  district  in  the  County  of  Breconshire. 
The  district  is  situated  mainly  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  and  consists  of  rather  more  than  one  third  of  the  total 
size  of  the  whole  county. 

The  district  is  agricultural  in  nature  and  farming  is  the 
predominant  occupation  of  the  inhabitants. 

There  are  no  large  towns  in  the  area  and  the  administrative 
offices  are  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Brecon,  . „ 

POPULATION.  CENSUS  1931 .8302.,  , ' . , 

1939.  1940.  1941.  1942.  1943.  1944.  1945.  1946.  1947. 

6773.  7775,  8238.  7699.  7298.  6980.  7057.  7074,  7065. 
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Brecon  Rural  District. 

The  above  figures  arc  the  Registrar  - General  ’ s'  estimated  figures 
for  the  various  years  and  apply  only  to  the  civilian  population. 

It  would . appear  that  the  population  has  dropped  considerably  since 
the  la- t census  was  taken. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  was  2148  giving 
an  average  number  of  3,2  persons  per  house. 

BIRTHS. 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Rate . •••  , , 


1940.;...... 

'1941. ....... 

1942.  o »'••*•  ... 

1 94 O ,390.00. 

a 0/1.4  ' * • - , 

J-  «/  7\  * e o 9.  o c « >» 

1 04  r " * 

-C  y 9 O t,  O O 0 

1 Q 4 O o 9 3 »;  c • * • 

] 94  7 

A-  J - cco 


A9  fin* 

• • o • o •'JO'#  e • 


Eng^aiid  & Wales  1947oco. 


• ol25# • o o c • *16#  80 
51. 50...*.;101 12.2. 

• • ••«71V90.o.  54  0 • •••©125o  o • • • • • 1 6 • . 

• •. #» • 5 3 • •■#.••  .57 o • • • # . . 1 0 9 . • o • o • • 1 4 • 9 • 

9 • o o • • • 20  • O 9 

0 O o e '«  « f o ^^9  00  • • .1054.  .OOP.  cl4#  8. 

• 71 9 • • o • • 60v.  o .0  o c 1 51  ,•*,  • « ••  •©18®4. 

• 5 8 o • ft  • (>  o bO#  o e • « .12c..  • c Oo  OO  17.  .8. 

• 0 o • 20  O 5 • 


• ••OO 


90o#«o«o9 


• •••0009 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  birthrate  for  the  year  under  review 
was  lower  thai}  the  average  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales* 


DEATHS . 

After  taking  into  account  the  outwardly  and  inwardly 
transferable  deaths  the  net  number  of  deaths  registered  amongst 
residents  in  the  district  is  shown  in  the  following  table; 


Males.  Females.  Total.  Rate. 


1940, 

1941..  ........ 

194^. . . . .. .... 

194  o'.  , . . » . a . a 

1944,  «o»^«..o« 

1945.  ........  *. 

1946. . ......  ... 

1947 

England  & Wales 


• 5 5 . . . ....cl,.  ....IOC*.  .♦.!<-).  6. 

,•45,.  . . . . .0 o , , . , . . .103, « . .ol2.iv. 
« ,49, o . o . . .52. . . . • .101. « « . • 1 3 . 2 • 

. . 40 . ...... 49. . • * • , 8 9 . ,,...12.2. 

• •56. . ..... .56. .....92 ••••••  13. 2. 

.,51. . ... . • 55. . . . . . 10  o. . . ,.15.0. 

» . 4 3 . ... . . .42.®  s «« .80, « , . . .12,0* 

..41., 59 80...  ...11.3. 

1947..  .....V .A 12. 


The  dcathrate  for  1947  was  therefore  lower  than  the  average  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


Males, 

Females, 

Total, 

■ Rate . ' 

•1940 : : . . . ......  4 ... . 

""  4"" 

194k!  ft##ocofto«ftftftftM^'f0#* 

0 0 0 0 e } ry  ® o,  • 

• 0 • 9 o'  • 0 

ftftftftlol# 

\ 94-3- : : ..I.... 

j##o0o8« 

1944.  - 0.... 

O " • - 

1 94,5  0 .(I.  •••••e.»«»..0»»^» 

o # 0 * t 1 • 0 1 • 

« 1 • # t 

•••ffOftl# 

1946.  a o . «,<•«  «.  • .«  . . . 1 • « «• 

4 ' 

a # 0 0 0 — c © © 0 

• ft  § 5 « u 0 

....0,71. 

3-  9)4  < • • • • 0 0 0 « 0 • 0 0 <i  4.  • © 0 

. ... .3 ... . 

0 0 '•  ^ • • 0 

0 O • 0 0 e 90  , 

*•  w f 

The  stillbirth  rate  was  higher  than  the  aire rage  for  tho  whole  of 
England  and  .Wales. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in 
children  of  under  one  year  of  age.  The  rate  is  calculated  per  1000 
live  births. 
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Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rato 

1940. . . 

*1941, . . 

1942. . . 

1943. . . 

1944. . . , 

2. . ...  . . . , 

A ; 

6 

. . . 42. 

1945. . . , 

.3. 

7 

. . .66. 

1946. . . , 

2 

. . .15. 

1947, . . , 

, f jjf  >jj.  \ ( , , . 1 ) |i  d)  1 t M t 1 ( 

. . .55. 

England 

& "’ale 3 , 1947.* 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales.  ' . 


.Analysis  of  Causes  of  Deaths . 

t, 

Cause, 


Males. .41  Females.. 39 

Males.  Females. 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis .0. 3. 

Other  forms  tuberculosis/... .0, . ...1. 

Cancer  mouth.  . . . . 1.  • 0. 

Cancer  stomach. . . . 2 0. 

Cancer  Breast 0 3. 

■Cancer  other  site's. 3. .........  2. 

Diabetes* .... . ... 1. 2* 

Intracranial  vascular-  lesions 8, . . .7, 

Heart  Disease. v:. 13* 10. 

Other  circulatory  disease* .1 2. 

Bronchitis;;*.........*..,; ' 3 n\ 

Pheumdnia,  .A  $• . 

• 0 tfter  re spiratory  disease s 1 0 . 

Ulc.er  ’ stoma  c h,  ........................... .1,. ........  0. 

■ Other  digestive  diseases.  1. 0, 

Maternal'  causes. . . .v. 0 1* 

Prem^ifrity  ; : .' 0 1 . 

".Birth  injuries  and  congenital  malformations... ..  .1 2. 

* • Suicide. . . ... ; v. . *0, 1. 

. Road  traffic  Accidents. ,* 1. . . . . . ; .0. 

Other  violent  causes... . . 0 ...*.1.  * 

All  other  causes. 2* ........ *0. 

The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  new 
Abridged  List  of;  Causes, 

ILLSGrI TIMACY . . 'The  number  of ' illegitimate  births  registered  as 
"belonging  to  residents  in  the  district  was  7. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY"..  There  was  one  death  during  the  year  which 

could  be  attributed  to  childbirth. 

SECTION  2.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  .CERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers.  There  were  certain,  changes  -in  the  public 

health  officers  of  the  Council  during  the 
“year:..  Mr,  D.T.  Hopkins  left  the  employment  of  the  Council  on 
February,  18th.  Mr. J".D.  Miles  was  appointed  as  additional  Sanitary 
...inspector,  on.  24th.  May  and  left,  on  the  13th.  September.  There  was  no 
additional;..  San  it  ary  Inspector  for  the  remainder  of  the  year, 

Mr.W.l.  Roes  remained  "'k&  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  throughout 
the  ‘year. 

Laboratory  Facilities*  During  the  year  laboratory  facilities  were 

■ available  at  Cardiff,  Newport,  Carmarthen, 
Swansea.,.  Aberystwyth  and- Brecon, 
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Brecon  Rural  District, 


Water  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  at  Carmarthen  and 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff#  Whilst  any  investigation 
..  required.,  in  ,t he  control  of , infectious,  disease,  was  performed  by  the 
Public,  Hbplth  Laboratory  a£,  Cardiff,  All  the  milk  sampling  was 
/done  by,,  the.  National  Milk  Testing,  and  Advisory  Laboratory  at  Brecon, 
.with,  the  exception,  of  milk  tested  for  presence . of . tuborc.uJ.osis  which 
.was.  done  at.  Cardiff • - . 

•>  *•••>»  i ' * # * i « « • 

. Ambulance.  Facilities . . , There  was  ho,  change,  in  the  arrangements 

. * ' ’*  existing,  for,  the  conyoyance.  of  sick  persona 

-in. the  district#  Motor  ambulances,  maintained  by  Merthyr  Borough, 
convoy  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease  to  Merthyr 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association  meets  the 
need  of  the  other  pationts  requiring  removal  to  hospital# 

Home  Nursing.  Tho. arrangements  made  by  various  district  nursing 

associations  render  the  services  of  a trained  nurse 
available  for  any  family  in  the  district  on  payment  of  a small 
ccpntribution,  Such  provision  doservos  every  encouragement  and 
support. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  olinios, 

” administered  by  the  County  Council, 

are __ held  t regularly  in  Brecon  and  So nnybridge.  Ante -natal  clinics 
a^d’’ facilities  "for  the  treatment  of  minor  * ailments,  dental  and  eyo 
defects  and  orthopaedic  defects  are  available  at  the  County  Health 
Offices,  Breqon.  These  are  also  administered  by  tho  County  Council. 
l4  addition  clinics  are  held  by  me  at  the  County  Health  Office, 
3recon,  in  .the,  morning  of  'the  ’4th.  'Friday  in  each  month,  and  in 
Sqnhybridge ,,  viu  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd.  'Tuesday  in  each  month, 
for'^the  izomunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria# 

Hospitals.  The  hospital  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  district, 
for  ail  diseases  apart  from  infectious  disease,  are 
provided  by  the  Brecon  War  Memorial  Hospital#  A certain  number  of 
patients’  are  also'  treated  *in  the  large  hospitals  situated  in 
Cardiff  and  'Swansea.  .....  . . 

, \ . .The’  arrangements  for  the*  treatment'  of ' infectious 

disease*  remain  'the  same  as  in  ’previous'  years.  Merthyr  Borough  Council 
treat  the  patients  .from  tlie  district  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  and*  these  are  conveyed  to  Mier't’hyr  in  ambulances  jpaintained 
by  Merthyr  Borough  Council#  These  arrangements  are  proving  extremely 
satisfactory. 

For  the  treatment  of  case*s  of  smallpox  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  with  Aberdare  for  beds  at  the 
Fedw  Hi-r  Hospital. 

Disinfection.  In  the  main  the  methods  used  for  any  disinfection 

required  have  been  fumigation  and  spraying,  A mo.dorn 
steam  disinfector,  with  facilities  for  the  conveyance  of  infected 
clothing,  would  be  of  'great  use  in  the  district.  > 

SECTION  5.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE,. 

These  services  are 

administered  by  the  County  Council  and  include  clinics  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare,  dental  treatment,  orthopaedic  treatment, 
visual  defects  and  expectant  mothers,-  Provision  is  also  made  for 
free,  and*  cheap  rate  milk  and- medicinal  foods.  Tho  supervision  of 
midwives  child  life  protection  and  the  care  of  premature,  and 
illegitimate  infants  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County- 
Council. 


5/  • -Brc'c.'Qfl  Eurab  Pis tri  ct ,. 

SECTION  44  SANITARY  CIECIHSTANOES. 

?/a±or  Supply'.  /■  . v 

Water  is  derived  for  domestic  and.  other  purposes  in 
the  district  from' 23  Council  supplies , private  supplies, wells  and 
springs,  * • • '■ , 

There  are  37  parishes  in  the  district  and, speaking 
gencrs.lly,it  rs  safe,  to  say  that  the  supply  of  water  i3  on  the  • 
whole  poor,  g 1 / ■ ... 

Not  one.,  of  the  supplies  Is  chlorinated  and  only 
one  is  filtered, 

luring  the  year  175  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  Council  water  supplies  and  25  samples  wore  taken  from 
Council  supplies  and  22  from  private  supplies  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examination, The  analyst's  reports 

showed  that  17  of  the  former  samples  and  7 of  the  latter  as  being  un- 
satisfactory. 

The  preparation  of  the  major  scheme  was  carried  on 
during  the  year  but  progress  appears  slow. 

All  the  supplies , with  the  exception  of  two, arc  gravity 
supplies.  In  the  c.aso  of  the  two  other  mechanical  power  is  u:3Cd, 
Samples  were  also  taken  from  tho  proposed  intakes 
of  the  major  water  scheme  at  the  Tr inant , Mena sc in  and  Clydach 
brooks. 

Water  Works  in  respect  of  which  improvements  were  carried  out  during 
the  yearT  • • 

Talybont  - Extension  of  Main  to  Beiiiah. 

Llanf ihsngel-Nant -Bran  - Renewal  of  Water  Main,  and  construction 

of  new  storage  tank. 

Water  Supplies  which  are  adequate , 

23  known  water  supplies  arc  maintained  by  Local  Authority, of  these; 

11  only  are  deemed  to  be  adequate  for  the  immediate  needs  of  the 
inhabitants  for  domestic  purposes  only. 

All  the  Council  supplies  with  one  exception  provide 
a piped  supply  and  it  is  considered  that  only  11  of  these  supplies 
are  adeouate  for  tho  present  needs  of  the  dl otr lot, Several  will 
not  be  adequate  if  and  when  sewerage  schemes  come  to  the  villages. 
None  of  the  private  supplies  are  piped  and  none  are  adequate. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  adequate  and 
wholesome  supplies  of  water  are  very  badly  needed  in  the  district 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  preparation  of  the  major  scheme  will 
be  completed  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  villages  of  Senn^ridge  and  Dcfynoek 

are  the  only  ones  with  a sewerage  system 
and  this  could  be  considerably  improved  as  the  effluent , which 
flows  into  the  river  Usk,is  far  from  satisfactory. 

Preparatory  work  in  connection  with  a sewerage 
scheme  for  tho  village  of  Talybont  was  continued  during  the  year. 

Modern  methods  of  sewage  disposal, at  least 
for  the  larger  villages, are  badly  needed  in  the  district. 

The  Council  have  decided  which  of  the  villages  are  to  bo  provided 
with  proper  methods  of  sewage  disposal  and  also  the  order  of 
priority  of  this  work. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 


Number  of  houses  with  baths  in  the  district ,356 

Number  of  houses  with  wash-hand  basins..... . ...346 

Number  of  houses  with  sinks .595  ' 

Number  of  houses  with  W.C ....435 

Number  of  houses  that  have  had  proper  'W.C; Ts 

provided  during  the  year..,.* ......16 

Number  of  houses  that  have  had  baths  provided 

during  the  year 9 


Public  C 1 o a n s i ng . Refuse  collection  and  removal  is  carried  out 

under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector .Refuse  is  removed  once  each  week  by  contract  from  the 
villages  of  Sonny, Scnnybridge,Defynock. Cray , Tro castle ,Llywel, 

Bishopst own, Pentr ebach.Pcntrcfclin.Nant-y-gwrciddyn,?'  npont 
and  Llanspyddid. 

The  refuse  from  the  villages  of  Sennybridge, 
Dcfynock, Cray , Pentr cbach, Pentr ef elin,Nant-y-gwrc iddyn, is 
disposed  of  at  the  Council  Refuse  Disposal  Site  at  SENNYBRIDCN. 

The  refuse  from  the  villages  of  Llywel ishop s t own , 
and  Trecastle  is  disposed  of  at  the  Refuse  Site  at  THE CAS TIE. 

The  villages  of  Cradoc,Aboryscir,L lanf i hangc 1 - 
Nant-Bran, Aber bran, Trallong, Pont faen, Merthyr  Cynog,Upper  Chapel, Lower 
Chapel, PwllgloyWjLlandefaelog  and  Garthbrongy. 

The  refuso  from  tho  villages  of  Oradoc  etc.  is 
disposed  of  at  the  Refuse  Site  at  SENNYBRIDC-E. 

The  villages ‘of  Tybwl,Libanus , Storey ' Arms, Cantref , 
Llanfrynach,Llanf igan,Poncclly, Aber , Cross  Oak, Talybont , 

Llansaintf fraed  House, Bwlch  (such  houses  as  are  situated  in  the 
Council’s  Administrative  Area)  Cathedine ,Llanhamlach, Grocsffordd, 
and  Llechfaen. 

Tho  Refuse  from  the  villages  of  Tybwl,Libanus, 
Storey  Ar ms , Ca nt r e f , Llanf ryna c li , L 1 an f i gan , Pe no elly, Aber, Cross  Oak, 
Talybont , Llansaintf fraed  House , Bwlch, Cathedine ,Llanhamlach, 
Groesffordd,and  Llechfaen  is  disposed  of  at  the  Refuse  Site 
at  TALYBONT. 

Tho  villages  of  Llnnddcw,Felinfach,Llandcfalle, 
Llanf ilo , Talyllyn,Llangorso ,Ponnorth. 

The  refuse  from  the  villages  of  Llanddew,Fclinfach, 
Llandcfallc , Llanf  illo , Llanf  ihangc-l-Tal  vllyn,Llangor  so  ,Pcnnorth, 
is  disposed  of  at  the  Refuse  Site  at  LLANF IHAN GEL- TALYLLYN , 

A comprehensive  scheme  for  the  collection  and 
removal  of  refuse  and  salvage  in  each  village  and  hamlet  is  therefore 
now  in  operation. 

The  choice  of  sites  for  tipping  continues  to 
provide  considerable  difficulty. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area.  The  sanitary  inspection  of  the 

area  was  undertaken  by  the 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector , Mr. W. J. Rees  assisted  by  the  additional 
sanitary  inspectors  Mr .Hopkins  and  Mr. Miles,  who  were  engaged 
mainly  on  the  rural  housing  survey. I am  indebted  to  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  figures  and  details  of  his  work 
contained  in  this  report. This  information  has  proved  most  useful 
in  the  preparation  of  this  report 

The  following  summary  gives  information  relating  to  the  work  of 
the  sanitary  inspectors  during  the  year. 
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Brecon  Rural  District. 


Nuisances • 


Number  of  complaints  received.,,,. 
Timber  of  complaints  investigated, 
ranber  of  premises  inspected,,.,,. 
Number  of  preliminary  not  Decs, , . 
for  a, Structural  defects 


b.  Sanitary  defects,., 

c. Foul  conditions. 

Number  of  statutory  notices  -served 


..119. 

,«••«« ••..,.«»*• ......... ,11 ~ » 

. 177. 

100, 

. . . 88. 

9. 

.8. 

0. 


There  has  been  great  difficulty  during  the  year  in  carrying  out  repairs 
owing  to  the  limited  supply  of  building  material .At  present  repair 
work  is  largely  of  a patching  nature  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
greater  supply  of  materiel  will  soon  bo  available  for  the  repair 
of  domestic  property  to  prevent  decent  property  deteriorating. 

Houses  lot  in  Lodgings.  It  is  not  considered  that  any  of  the 

houses  in  the  district  arc  of  such  a 
nature  to  require  control  under  byelaws  ma.de  under  Section  6 of 
the  Ho  us i ng  he t , 1 9 36 . 


Offensive  Trades.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 


Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  arc  no  common  lodging  houses  in 

the  district. 

i 

Licensed  Premises.  Number  of  visits  by  Sanitary  Inspector ... ,32, 

Number,  of  notices  served 3. 

Shops , Number  of  insp  ect  ions  made 47. 

Fac tori c.g.  ■ 

Number  of  factories  on  register 23. 

Number  of  inspections  made...... '....,23. 

Number  of  defects  found. .....  ,4. 

Number  of  defects  remedied. .4. 

There  is  no  outwork  done  in  the  district. 

Tents .Vans .and  Sheds.  Number  of  visits  made,....., ...44, 

Number  of  notices  served, .4. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and,  steps  taken  to  combat  infestation. 

Arrr  premises  found  as  a result  of  inspection  or  complaint  to  be 
infested  .with  bed  bugs  or  other  vermin  is  treated  with  D.D.T, 
preparations  which  have  been  found  to  be  very  successful. 


Number  of  premises  inspected, 1. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected.......... 1. 


Rodent  Control .Mr. J .0. Reynolds  is  still  employed  a s t he 

Rodent  Officer  to  carry  out  the  work.. of  rodent 
destruction  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Details  of  the  work. carried  out  are.  given  below; 


Number  of  premises  inspected... .. ..........  ,373. 

Number  of  promises  found  infested 88. 

Number  of  notices  served,... ,1. 

Number  of  premises*  treated  by  Rodent  Operator .80. 

Number  of  premises  treated  by  occupier..., ,..8. 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  during  the  year ......... ,2657. 
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Sewer  Treatments  during  the  year, 

Senny bridge  - Two  Maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out 

in  Me y and  September, 

Tre castle  - One  treatment  was  carried  out  during  ( 

July  - August. 

Legal  Proceedings.  No  legal  proceedings  were  undertaken  by  the 
— Council  during  the  year, 

SECTION  5i  HOUSING.  . . , . _ . 

There  was  no  appreciable  difference  m the 

housing  conditions  in  the  district  during  the  year. Owing  to  the 
complete  cessation  of  building  operations  during  the  war  years 
the  housing  situation  was  acute.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  labour 
conditions  and  the  supply  of  materials  will  show  some  improvement 
during  the  coming  year  so  that  this  pressing  need  may  bo  alleviated. 

The  Council  have  now  under  course  of  construction 

50  houses,  as  follows; 

Tre castle  12 

Sennybridge  12 

Defynock  4 

Talybont  16 

Llangorse  6 

None  of  these  houses  were  completed  at  and  oi 
year  but  one  house  was  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Number  of  house  to  house  inspections  made 

Number  of  notices  served,... 

SECTION  6,  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk.  The  actual  number  of  milk  producers  in  the  area  is  not 

accurate ly  known. The  need  for  registration  is  being  made 
known  by  announcements  in  the  press  and  other  means  and  the 
register  is  being  brought  up  to  date. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Orders., 

1.  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Number  of  producer  wholesalers ,..19) 

Number  of  producer  retailers ’ 

2.  Accredited  Milk, 

Number  of  producer  retailers... 

Number  of  producer  wholesalers. * • 

3.  Pasteurised 'Milk,  There  are  no  wholesale  or  retail 

' producers  in  the  area. 


Record  of  Inspections  and  Milk  Testing. 

Number  of  insnections  to 'cowsheds  and  dairies* 


Number  of  notices  served, 


_ 4. 

Plus  numerous  verbal. 


National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme.  . . , ...  __ 

— — ~ — * * r Under  this  scheme  an 

attempt  is  made  by  the  sanitary  inspector . to  sample  emh 
retailers  milk  every  two  weeks. Wholesale  milk  1S  at 

various  creameries. The.  laboratory  functioning  under  this  scheme 

is  situated  in  Brecon,  , . .. 

Under  this  scheme  the  milk  is  graded  into  the  following 

categories; 
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Category  A. . . . .Good  keeping  q uality  milk. 

C category  B Doubtful  quality  milk. 

Category  C Poor  keeping  quality  milk. 

^he  results  of  the  samples  take'n  during  the  year  were  as  follows; 


Cat. A.  Cat  .J3_.  Cat.C.  Total. 

Total  s W.  45. ~ 74. "470 . 


Sampling  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis. 

"Nineteen  samples  of  milk 

were  examined  during  the  year  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis. 

Of  these, one  only  proved  positive. As  this  sample  was  taken  from 
a school  supply, this  sampling  was  amply  justified. Between  the  taking 
of  the  samples  and  the  visit  of  the  veterinary  inspector  the  cow 
giving  the  tuberculous  milk  had  boon  disposed  of  and  no  evidence 
of  tuberculosis  was  found  in  the  remaining  cows  in  the  herd. 

Meat.  There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. All  meat  is 
distributed  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughtering  point  in  Brecon. 

Other  Foods . 

Food  Pr e parat ion  Rooms  (including  Bakehouses) • 


Number  of  bakehouses *1 

Number  of  inspections  made .27 


Icq  Cream  Premises . 

Number  of  producer  retailers  on  register 3. 

Number  of  inspections  made 35. 

Preserve d Food  Premises • 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages 

and  preserved  foods !• 

Number  of  inspections  made 7. 

Fish  and  Fried  Fish  Shops . 

Number  of  fish  shops !• 

Number  of  inspections  made 38. 

SECTION  7.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 

The  following  number  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  cases  wore 
reported  to  me  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 2 

Measles. 62 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 2 

The  district  experienced  quite  a severe  outbreak  of  measles  during 
the  month  of  May  and  June.  The  parts  mostly  affected  were  Sennybridge 
and  Devynock.  The  two  cases  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  were 
removed  to  Merthyr  Isolation  Hospital  where  both  made  a good 
recovery.  No  death  was "caused  by  a notifiable  infectious  disease 
during  the  year. 

The 'number-  of  cases  investigated  ■ by  the  sanitary  inspector. 11. 

Number  of  fumigations....... 
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Venereal  Disease.  The  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the 

General  and  Eye  Hospital,  Swansea,  for  the 

treatment  of  these  cases.  ■ _ _ . /v 

The  tracing  of  contacts  and  the  following  ol 

defaulters  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis.  The  foil owing  deatils  show  the  position  as  regards 

tuberculosis  in  recent  years. 


Number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  commencement  of  year. 27. 

Number  of  fresh  cases  notified  during  the  year.. 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  register  • . 

a.  Deaths.. 

b.  Recovered «2. 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year* ....26# 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  recent  years  is  shown  below; 

X g 3 9 , 1940.  1941.  1942*  1945*  1944,  1945*  1946. 

2.  12.  9.  6.  9*  7.  4*  9.  5. 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  allowance  scheme. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  During  the  year  the  monthly  clinics 
— — hQld  for  thQ  purpose  of  immunising 

children  against  diphtheria  were-  continued.  The  place  and  date 
of  these  clinics,  were  advertised  in  the  local  press  and  also  parents 
were  advised  in  the  press  that  children  should  have  a third  _ 
injection  when  they  reach  school  age.  Continual  efforts  are  being 
made  by  the  County  Council  Health  Visitors  to  geo  as  many  children 
as  possible  immunised.  The  response  is  on  the  whole ^ satisfactory 
but  the  number  of  .children  --attending  for  the  third  injection,  as 
mentioned  above,  should  be  consideraby  higher. 

N umb e r of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st.  December,  19jjZ* 

Age  at  51.12*47.  Under  1.  1. 2 ; ' 5 * 4*, PjzOLl — 


Number  immunised,  0.  34.  43.  72,  63.  175 0 

Number  iramunise.d  during  the  year.  Under  5.  5-15_* 

45.  2.  2. 


It  must  be  pointed  out  that  individual  record  cards  xor  children 
have  only  been  kept  since  duly  1st. 1943, and  therefore  the  above 
figures  only  show  those  children  actually  immunised. by  me  since 
that  date . I have  no  .individual  records  of  children  immunised 
before  that  date. 

The  following  figures  show  the  extent  of  immunising  in  the 
under  five  year  group  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number  of  children  bom  in  1942 

Number  of  these  children  immunised  since  July  1st, 1940. ..- ../e. 

Number  of  children  born  in  1943 ^ • 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by  me 

Number  of  children  born  in  1944.... 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by  me 

Number  -of  children  born  in  -1945. . . . 

Number  of  these  children  'since  .immunised  by  me **127 

Number  of  children  born  in  1945 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by  me 

Number  of  children  born  in  

Number  of  these  children  • since  immunised  by  me* #u* 
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Whon  tho  scattered  nature  of  the  district  is  considered  the 
above  figures  may  be  considered  as  fairly  satisfactory. 

^ There  were  no  cases  erf  diphtheria  in  the  district  during  tho  year* 


In  tho  preparation  of  this  report  I have  endeavoured  to  doal 
briefly  with  all  matters  within  ny  responsibility  regarding 
public  health  and  preventive  medicine  and  I have  included  all 
the  subjects  specifically  requested  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


Yours  faithfully, 
T.C .R. George , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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